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been known to \ Alexandria Police for twenty 


fs a man generally holdi\ng very ndvanced ideas on 


year 


social questi ons. The Parice~ 
. C ___) 
’ : or, politically dangerous. 


ave described him from time 


to time as an anarchis 


*' ad on wnose information 


yi, pe 4 s that there is no doubt 
\ 


reliance can be ply 
Ong Communist ideas and that he is 


An observer who knows h 


every 


that he holds very 8 


semanating them. Hepyss not an agitator 


active in dis 


in the accepted mgan Hie of the tergppur there is no question 


he wishes to altes ty yy" 50 i omier of things, but 


| 
y Lfpour viole i me 


Mf 
ayers in Egypt nto one big con- 


fo doubt tnattjone of the methods 


he is not believed hods. His present 


aim is to unite all 


sesgigteent there 


éve this is Yo by gradually 


i EE mrkers SO ist ideas he holds. 
= == ge J 
Holding the= I \@/woulli obviously en- 


ch a Club as the 


courege ar 
"THIRD INTERNATIONAL" 
in characgere Y 6tign he is in touch 


as an Agent 0 


note; an open Agent 


BHNATIONAL". He is 
sl said to be 


Bolshevic representative ato z= Fonia, while he also 


communicates with "THIRD 1\TERNATDNAL" Agencies in Vienna 
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Joseph Rosenthal (1%72-1966) is known to historians of earl 

Egyptian communism as a central figure in the inception o 

the movement, However, his contribution to the formation 

and activities of the first Equptian Communist Party Lasted 
ths 24-year Long Life! 


a mere 3 years, even Less, in 


In the course of my research on the history of British 
colonial policing of socialism, communism and syndicalism, 
and how tt shaped post-colonial policies, nationalist 
narratives, and Equptian nationality Legislation and 
practices, I kept finding threads leading back to Rosenthal 
in various archives and Literatures. 


The more I traced his Life story and intellectual and 
personal trajectory, the more I found his biography to be a 
owerful testimony of the conflicting forces thal Draped the 
modern history of Egypt and the region, between 
nationalism and internationalism, sectarianism and 
universalism, statism and anki- authoritarianism. 


In this short graphic interpretation of his Life, I will share 
my ongoing attempts to reconstitute Joseph Kosenthal’s 
inkriguing trajectory; whak was ik Like to be an Ashkenazi 
Jew born in Palestine in the 19th century; a Hasidic teenager 
son of an ostracized proponent of the Jewish enlightenment 
movement, a Jewish migrant artisan in Beirul, then Cairo 
and Alexandria, who came to be critical to all religions’ 
condoning of class hierarchies and exploitation, an Ottoman 
anarcho-syndicalist with a transnational agenda of 
solidarity and activism at the turn of the century, a 
communist and a syndicalist in the context of rising 
interwar se | sees nationalism, a Jew struggling to have his 
Egyptian nationality recognized and his voting rights 
granted in post-war Egypt, and finally, an aging man who 
persisted in Living through the Loss a everything. 


In all of this, we Learn how sectarian and nationalist maps 
were drawn over a reality of complex and fragmented 
identities and trajectories. We also Learn how colonialism 
has been intrinsic to the nature of post-coloniality in the 
region, 


Rim Naguib 
Berlin 2022 


Joseph's background and the beginning of his 
trajectory is bound with Judaism, His father, 
David Rosenthal, was born in northern Ukraine, 
in the Pale of Settlement where the majority of 
the Jews of Russia Lived and were pectacted in 
movement and rights. 
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e of twelve, his famil 
decided to migrate to Palestine, in the Ottoman 
Empire, for fear that they would Lose their child 
to the Russian imperial army, since Jewish boys 
were Liable to military conscription from the age 
of twelve, and would’ have to serve for 26 years. 
A quota was imposed that had to be fulfilled b 
the heads of the Jewish communities, who woul 
ick those they perceived as "non-useful Jews” to 
give to the empire's army, which meant the poor 
and the “heretics” or those who had an affinit 
to the movement of Jewish enlightenment: the 

Haskala,. y ZA Z i 
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With the outbreak of the Crimean War in 1¥63, 
the conscription A baie of Jewish boys 


quadra uled, and that’s when David 
Rosenthal’s family headed to Safad, Palestine. 


Baltic Sea 


Prussia 


Kingdom \ 
of Poland 


Black Sea 


Istanbul 


Mediterranean Sea 


Beirut 


Safed 
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From a young age, David Rosenthal 
became known for his intellectual 

ursuits, He had spoken only 

iddish, but eed himself German 
and French, beside his good 
knowledge of Hebrew. He pursued 
secular education in Paris, where he 
got closer to the Haskala-minded 
people and organizations. 


David came to contribute to Haskala 
with his writings in notable 
maskillim journals, which earned 
him the title of "David der Shreyber” 
(David the writer, in Yiddish), but it 
also earned him the persecution of 
the hasidic community of Safad, 
which is thought to have 

recipitated his death at 36, 
widowing the Safad-born young 
mother of four, and orphaning five- 
year old Joseph. 


Such ideas of 
course caused 
olarization and 
conflict within 
Jewish communities, 
as the authority of 
the rabbinic elite 
and established 
practices were 
questioned, 


The proponents of Haskala, or the Maskillim, 
viewed the skate of the Jews in Europe as 
deplorable and in dire need of reform. They 
advocated the adoption of modern values: 
rationalism, freedom of thought and inquiry, 
secular education, and economic pee islet, 


The Haskalah brought forth 
two opposing movements: 
that of cultural assimilation, 
and universalism: the 
assimilation into the secular 
olikical community of the 
nation-state on the one 
hand, and on the other hand 
Zionism, or religious 
6 Ae Ae Ye NUE nationalism: the creation of 
o bi dhe ah = Ti J the Jews’ own state, These 
B65. 3B & E contradictory tendencies 
born out of Ehe conditions 
of the Jews in Europe, 
between nationalism/ 
1 ¢ [ea | r sectarianism versus 
fa sia) Ld ee, Wade 4 ie |) | ) faa < 7 universalism and integration 
Prem ete F paz pe mts Bi Agaiey} 73 ag cm out in the Life and 


imes of Rosenthal. 


sgiy re 


Moses Mendelssohn 
(1729-1786) 


Judaism has no tenets of, ‘faith 
that could not be arrived at 


through human weason. 


V. Hasidism is responsible jor 
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N itshak Ber Levinzon 
expose Jews to secular c (1788-1860) \ 


Yas | | 
(1815-1882) 7 y))\, RK Jews must integrate 
Anti-semitism in Europe is an incurable ) ON within their respective 

\N 
disease.. the Jews must have their own PET Wise Yi, Mr, soctettes 
d % Leon (Lev) Pinsker 


homeland somewhere on the planet tie; (1821-1891) 
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But this background to his Life story and SAFAD, PALESTINE 1%%8 
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intellectual tra sa was unknown bo young 


Joseph, He was Dorn and grew up in Safad 
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He received all his education in the most 
traditional inate at a Karlin Hasidic shtiebel 


(caw’t.. MY 
mother weeds 


wi S Alright:+ g 
“FN see you 
<e tomorrow 7% | 
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To 
Hi Wl | 
We) pul y 


inviting you to 
study in their fi 


(t’s a Letter from the alliance Israelite’s 
school tn Jerusalem, to Joseph the sow of 


He took the journey to Jerusalem, for three days over the back of 
mules, Buk once in the school in the company of the welcoming maskil 
director, Nassim Bachar, he was intimidated by the Western outfit and 
shaved heads of the students, and decided that he felk more at home 
with the Hasidim of Karlin, 


His mother had spent years providing for her children by selling 
bread or going on ships to Eastern Europe to sell souvenirs from 
the Holy Land. She must have felk disa pointed with Joseph's 
decision to turn down the offer, bub, she said, she pirames to 


see him happy and thriving rather than enlightened and 


miserable. 


the following 


year, however, | r 
when he was | / ] 


YOUR FATHER ‘DAVID 
DER SHREYBER’ WAS AN 


14, his Life 
changed due r 4 
to\ an 

encounter7that 
caused him to /Wi 
geo through a V4 


kind 
K 
b 
\ 


personal 
enLigh eame 
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One day, a friend of his deceased father 
recognized him in the crowd; and invite 
spend a few days at his place, 


HELA YOSEF.. 
HUNGRY? 


ACTIVE MASKIL.. 


Whe 
deiinn to 


‘THAT'S THE ONLY 
ONE WE STILL 


DID YOU FIND 


.. the halukkah 
system only 
reinforces 
dependency among 
the Jews in Eretz 
Israel and hinders 
learning and 
economic 
productivity. 
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The system reinforces division 
between the Sephardim and 

Ashkenazim...The tzedakah would 
better be entrusted to the state.. 


.. and spent on the building of 
agricultural and other vocational 
schools for the Jews in Palestine.. 
David der shreyber 


He began to see hasidic prayer and rites 
in a new Light, and found them almost 
ridiculous 


wii 


if 


Yosef.. the 
reobe wants to 


=. > e forbidden boo 
= 3 \ that you're wow 
reading will lead you | 
abtray just Like your ¢ 
NN poor father 
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He sat down and 
drafted a letter to 
Nassim Bachar, the 
director of the 
Alliance's school, 
elaborating on why he 
has become critical of 
his hasidic education, 
and why he regrets 
wok having joined the 
secular school in 
Jerusalem. 


Before he was able to send the 
letter however, ik was stolen! and 

it reached the hands of the rebbe. — 
Everyone knew Joseph was in : 
trouble, As he entered the Kloiz 

for the mid-day prayer, all eyes 

turned and gazed ak him, while a 
senior of the Shtiebel began to 
reprimand him Loudly and : : 
mercilessly, calling hima traitor, 
an uncircumcised heretic, and — . 
read out lout Joseph's Letter 


At the end of the Long tirade, © 
he ordered him out of the KLloiz 
and to never show his face again! 
Ik was then that Joseph andhis 
mother decided he should 
immediately leave Safad, 

to Beirut where his sister Lived, 


Another influential event happened in Beirut that resolved his ambivalent feelings towards 
the religious establishment. 


One day he Learned that a maggid from Jerusalem was going to give a sermon in the 
synagogue. Joseph and the poorest of the worshipers arrived early to attend. But the wealthy 
Jews did not show up on time, and the maggid waited for them a start the sermon, 


After a while he gave up and began speaking, only to find them arriving one after the other 
fifteen minutes into his speech, He stopped, welcomed the rich worshipers, and said he would 
happily start his sermon all over again, since the rest of the audience Likely did not 

understand a word anyways: \ 


The maggid's attitude caused 
an outrage in Joseph. He stood 
up, told him how much his 
remarks were offensive and 
disdainful to the worshipers, 
accused him of making Jewish 
learning exclusive to the rich, 
and Lambasted him and the rich 
Jews for their arrogant behavior, Jeg 
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Amid the clamour that followed in the elon Soe 
synagogue, a young man approached should get in touch with 
Joseph and asked him if he was a this organization.. and 
marxist, IE was the first time Joseph | here, this is-Marx's * 

had heard of Marx’ name. He replied (OS Pease 

that he didn't know what being Manstests,, 

a marxist meant 


When Joseph parted with this 
man, he felk that he was entering 
a new phase in his Life. 


After this encounter, he began reading anarchist and communist Literature. He plunged in the 
writings of Marx, Bakunin and Kropotkin, He found “Arbeter Fraynd” or “Friend of the Worker", 
a London-based Yiddish anarcho-communist paper, and began fo correspond with its editor, 
the famous Rudolph Rocker, 

At this time, there was a 

transnational nekwork of 

Yiddish anarcho-syndicalists, 

They opposed the state and 

national borders, and strove 

for a society that organized 

itself without authority, 

through small coo eee 

movements, They shared a 

commitment to secular 

Yiddish culture, militant 

atheism, fighting antisemitism 

and rejecting the idea 


of a Jewish homeland, 
d > they 
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After this initiation into radical ideas, Joseph 
began to hold discussion meetings in his newl 
opened clockshop in Beirul, until one day, the 
mufti of Beirut, the father ek his friend, warned 
him that the Ottoman authorities intended to 
arrest him, because informants reported that he 
was inciting against God and against the Porte. 


Rosenthal thus decided to move to Egupt. 


On his w he sto pped over in his hometown, 
Safad, ant aie a number of Jewish 
settLements, 

He was critical of the rising Jewish nationalism, 
and was convinced—along Jewish bundists and 


Yiddish chet oop mamma ay, the solution 


to the problem of Ehe Jews globally Lay in their 
socialist struggle, along others, against 
exploitation, and sectarian and racial hatred. 
He was also dismayed at how the emplo = of 
the Baron de Rothschield had created ye! 

another system of distribution and ees 
and how the functioning of the settle ments 
depended on the exploitation of Arab Labor. 
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He arrived in Alexandria as a young man 
of twenty-seven. Beginning a hew Life. 


Charlotte, his 
elder daughter, 

F was born the 
oLLowin: ar. 

She would Sine 
a communist 
activist and a 
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Once in Egupt, Joseph became 
the political companion of 
"iL santo diavolo” (the saint | 
_ devil), Pietro Vasai, who ay 
arrived im Equpk ak the same / 
time, after ies Life had : laVOIO 
consisted of a series of 
arrests, expulsions and 
rison sentences, for his 
anarchist and socialist 
activism, He fled to Tunisia 
first, where he Learned the 
Job of ty yposrap pher and 
publishe an anarchist paper, 
i from there to Egypt, ——- 
where he carried on with his } 
ps and editing work— = 
hanks to a collection of | 
stolen typesets—and pla da 
ivotal role not just in the 
anarchist press that 
flourished in Egupt in the 
first decade of E We 20th 
century, but in various 
organizational and 
 syndicalist activities that he 
~ undertook with Joseph 
Rosenthal. 


Perche siamo , Anarchici - Che. cosa li 


Despite their completel ae 
different backgrounds and 
trajectories, Joseph and , 
aes were both Gee stake L'INTESA. 
anti-nationalist, and staunch 
proponents of elf 
_ organization and direct 
democracy, They wanted to 
see borders vanish, and questa pores, 
strove to stretch networks of determinare una propaganda, 
transnational solidarity, cace e pratica in modo da interessare e gli operai della mente e quelli del 


i locally and internationally, vegno ebbe Iuogo in Alessandria domenica 1° Agosto, nella : 
sat Cis Mo, con ma prprsncheremey p rie nte, 
ne durata ore serena ed esauriente. 
During these years, Joseph Furono ad uno ad uno discussi i quesiti presentati dai compagni di 
seems to have acted as a Cairo, col questionario che qui sotto riportiamo ¢ furono concretate le 
bridge bekween Jewish/ relative risposte che riproduciamo; queste approvate alla quasi unanimita 


Yidd nf stabiliscono i metodi da seguirsi nella propaganda anarchica in questo 
iddish, and Italian paese, metodi che pur mantenendo intera la coerenza dei principl, lasclano 
anarcho-syndicalist sin una razionale liberta di azione tanto agli anarchici aggruppati quanto a 
AL el quelli che intendono esercitare la propaganda individualmente. 
CXAMATLA, La  pedblicarione di un giornale di propaganda libertaria fi assicurata 
con solide basi. 


Siamo lieti di questo avvenimento che ha dissipato molti equivoci e 
malintesi ¢ che permette agli anarchici di riprendere il loro posto di com- 
battimento nelle palestre ove lottano per un migliore avvenire gli womini 
di cuore coscienti ¢ fidenti nell'avvento della Giustizia Sociale. 


Gli Anarchici d’Egitto. 
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Paraissant tous les 


Samedis Alexandrie, le 26 Octobre i 


LA TRIBUNE LIBRE’ 


ORGANE INTERNATIONAL POUR L’EMANCIPATION DU PROLETARIA’ 


‘COMMENT  S'AFFRANGHIR? 


L'émancipation des 
doit étre fait par low 
meme! 

Kart Marx. 

Nous ne pouvous étre veal: 

ment libres quand 

qui sont autour de nous 
ne le sont pas. 
M, Baxovnixe, 
Qaand nous, les dépossédés, les wccablés: 
youlons améliorer notre situation, qaand 
nous youlons nous émanciper de l'esela~ 
vage bourgeois et de la tyrannie du capi- 
“tal; quand nous voulons nous débarrassoy 


We Viniquité sociale basée sur Vi 


fon 
nous, est relatif, 

Par Vbistoire, derite en caracteres me 
plants, nous savens Ja lutte, les combats 
engages entre les houimes; — d’an cdté, 
eéwit Ja Intre pour la vie muntérielle, ls 
Question du pain, la lutte ponr existence: 


assez barbare mals apres ‘oat crcusab ey 


‘ dans xa forme primitive: te 
a, parce 4) Hig paise oa source I 
Vinstinet de cotservation, parce Quy 
iesiteose patnele et pet fou 
Miinentation suflzanted tous es 4 
Yuutre, In lutte spirituelle, la 1g 
bétise contre Vintelligence, de 4 hi 
contre In science, de lob iss y, 
ln lai Ee eye 
mes hu que anil 
arent paralt an jeu d’enfants 
‘moustre qui s’est manifest sous 
forme de Dieu, Keligion, Patrie! | 
Je ne veux pas m'dtendre long 
sur Jes porticularités de Phistoire de Dé 
Jation humaine; je veux simplement: 
mer les deux ipales lignes suivies p 
humanité le de son voyage & travers | 
Tévolution, 
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Les hommes so sont améliorés, leur es- 
pric a éré éolnird, les phénoménes mysté- 
rieux de In natures ont été compris, Thom- 
moe a maitrind len forors de la antares 1c | 

fugonndes & gon usage; beancou 
o iesee paturelion ont 646 découvertes, le 
del a ouvert ses portes aux investigations 

ravants et leur a livré ses secrets; 1a 


r ; ; ( 
net -_ uy 
fasprime trés bien quand il dit 
r "son Emile : «Nous naissons faibles, nous 


avons besoin de forces : nous naissons dépour- 
vas ide tout, nous avens besoin assistance: 


teens 


Da 


artisan, fait 

ment, poufquoi dire que tout dé; 

ce que dégénérer? Quef ost |’ auteur des choses 
dont le trakail peut étre gité par les hommes? 


insupportables, ils 
ont éelaté par des révolations, [1 s'est trou- 
vé alors immédiations des gens habils et 
autoritaires pour détourner mémes les vic- 
toirs leur profit personnel,ct ainsi la masse 
est-elle restée comme par devant, et tous 
ses efforts ont échoud, 
Si nous voulons montrer & Vhamanité le 
chemin of i] peut combattre la propriété 
individuelle et Vautorité et la préparer A un 


avernir oft chacun peut librement dévelop- |] 


ses facultés et assomir ses besoins, il 


parce que Ia latte qu’ils avait pre p 
était égoiste, intéressée laissant la 


] pormi nous, parii les prolitaires eux~ 


des adver acharnés, comme nous pou 


ix d'exprimer notre 
a presse, au 
se ouvriére el au ¢ 


internal 
vains 4 
différente 

rentes coulcurs « 


eS A 
vets} 
nous ne sommes pas toute Ia vata , 


mine, par exemple, est pour 
sréable, mais avons-nous | 


ce qui est agréable ou nuisi 


. qTole ¢ z 0 

b que du point de vue de la vermine les 
hommes sont des animaux trés nuisibles pout 
elleet elle a le méme droit de nous appeléf 
la vermine, que nous de lui donner 


éducationnelle consiste, 

mais a faire dé générer lanature. Ce n,est pas 

V'indépendance, 1a spontanéité qu'on eherche & 

éveiller, on n'ad'autre but que de faire de ses 
= ae 


ante 
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One of their common 
endeavor was the 
bilingual weekly, La 
Tribuna Libera/ La tribune 
Libre. 
In one of his editorials 
in October 1901, Rosenthal 
wrote a piece describing F 
the enemy of human PR 
existence as the trinity of | | 
God, Religion and the 
Homeland, 
He attributed to private 
ee the enslavement 
vn eget of 
humanity, and advocated 
self-education so that 
eople can rebel against 
authority and private 
property, and take their 
affairs into their own 
hands, 
He wrote that the struggle 
for the emancipation ° 
all human beings, cannot 
be along national, 
occupational or even 
class Lines, but a struggle 
of all people. 
He saw Egypt as a fertile 
ground to practice and 
attain tolerance, freedom 
and transnational and 
universal solidarity, 
because, despite national 
and class antagonisms 


bh wikhin its population, the 


interaction of disparate 
eoples and opinions will 
tnevitably weaken what he 
called "ideas of religious 
hatred, and stupid 
nationalist prides”. 


Je; Eit.ce eis 


tudes, non SCUes 
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Together, Vasai and 
Rosenthal organized 
notable civic initiatives 
and anti-state 
mobilizations in | pe oa 
Alexandria. These include 1 oi. 
the Free Popular University fe id ? 
in 1901 and the 

International Association 
for Emergency Assistance, 
following the outbreak of 
cholera in the summer of 
1902, 


D 
i 


L'UNIVERSITA POPOLARE LIBERA 

e gli operai. x 
Buk the most important contribution of the organizational anarchists in this period was their 
forming of mixed or international unions and “Liques de résistance” among workers, which 
steered the workers away from the dominant national and craft divisions that characterized 
the predominantly European Labor movement at the time. 


. Alessandria d/Egitto, 11 Aprile 1903. N. 34. 
Vitge il y : f Indirizzo: 
) eae 
; : : Hiornale L'Oreraio | 
a ALESSANDRIA - E@tTTO. 
. in hUrhnlhlUmrrhlCUr lM lM lUr lO Aus 
‘ I manoscritti, anche se non pub- 
PERIORICO SETTIMANALE blicati, non si restituiscono. 
Lavoratori di tutto il mondo, unitevi! Degli anonimi non si tien conto. 
. ‘ C. Marx. 
— = a = = = = —= == 
noi non domandiamo lavori letterari, ma IDEE e FATTI. 


Milio, coo la Sconfitta dei vetturiniper- Pochi, dotati di forze superiori a dae abbiamo da sperare bene. Noi no! 
- ‘Ché'essi han dovuto eédere aila quelle della generalita det viventi, andiamo dunque areati dicendo sane me 


-e alla a Sono riusciti ad abbattere i pia de- corre spiegare le ragioni de! sentamento 
~ ‘ : e-voll, a renderli schiavi, a proclamare di fratellanza fra gli vomini come fattore 
toro ; " . 'a loro sovranita. Essi si appropria-  “! £ivilta. 


‘rane parole. EB rivolgia- 


a prima di Tutto che Yatti i Shai in avwenie. Labour bas no frontiers or language. vv." 
Tae NEA'educaxions intem. “arebbe quello di di go 5 ie di si. Per- 
tule esoeiale. Hest ignorano cio che i, eeover' spr Therefore we make no issue of nationalit 

in i Hi dello Ste880  appena destatasi : oe i ‘ti 
aguiqualsola om moatare Finns Pee ON, Or race. AL feel the same needs, all: 
che per Vistruzione han es ae: ; Fo et a 
tutt't lavoratort del mondo, se non SiO 8 0 9 “ea Ron the same grief; all have one sole: sv: 


nei fatti, nel concetto d'intendere Ia Sin Or 5 4 . < act anions @. an 
oben, Wut massa nimerosis- oll sta ces BSPtration: their own well-being, which 
di vetturini ignoranti si mette Sais atiataro. Lae ta, BIA ne 

fe multe che ai ao ¢ rion .C@nMot be other than the result of the’... 

‘infliggono loroe per abbiamo le nostre it viduo dipende dungque 


che it situtano indegan, ames 0 0% COMMON Well-being." VWs iio ht 


- stione del!'emancipac sand quasi 
mente, e per stabilire una tariffa che {6)._ Ls rduto i impero. Non sues 


Peasant! Page be Ate ee Noi non possiamo perd fare a meno, paket one 4 

ms oe ge aes i ath in Egitto, di tenere in una giusta PT" Sainte tele Boreteasin. |e 

t.-s vetturini: eg) oro natu~ considerazione il solo atto dello scio- Guale Anchessn mrado: gent cele it 

‘nemico perché quando gl'impone Poiche fa pi ae qual ch’essa grado grado cede il arsi del suo sim 

3 gli fa intendere pure che Peal Sgt esate a vedere gente posto al capitalismo, corpo che tende tarsi qualche volta in modo che il 
unemer 


ad assorbire la vitalita d'ogni classe suo simile peni e muoia di fame per lu 
I cheney eat sociale. Avviene questo nella societh d’oggi; ma 
« ‘ ' fl h - ayviene parché c’é la lotta per l'esistenza, 
eh Sede Tuna e 4 Remiele, la grande moni we he cweé la negazione di ogni sentiment |: 

Ag eg beng raffigur ra 7 fratellanza. 
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e uneconomia propria 
L‘uomo poi ha bisogni individ 


Iche individuale rap- 
sono quasi fuse colla 
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Rosenthal’s syndicalism among indigenous workers began in his 
workplace, when he encouraged the Egyptian workers at 
Zusmann's jewellery shop to organize and demand an eight-hour 
working day, and a holiday on Labor day, 


The shop owner, a fellow Jew, offered Joseph a differential 
treatment to stop him from inciting the workers, bub Rosenthal 
did not give up the collective demand, 


In another instance he threatened to resign if an indigenous 
worker, who was fired without indemnity or prior notice, was not 
reinstated, 


Ik was common practice in colonial Equpt that factory owners 
would appeal to communal or national identification among 
workers to break strikes and worker solidarity, Rosenthal was 
aware of this, and it was exactly that which he wished to struggle 
agains, 


He then began to hold "circles of self-education” for workers in 
his home, and from these meetings the seeds of several 
syndicates were born, 


Testimony of 
Monsieur 
Rosenthal to 
the Parquet 


Published in Al-Ahram, March 7, 1924 


As soon as I arrived in Egypt, I began to 
organise labour unions; first the union of 
cigarette rollers, then the unions of 
metalworkers, of printers, and of tailors.. 
At the time, they were predominantly 
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Rosenthal’s name also figured in instances of significant mass mobilization in Alexandria, in solidarity with victims of 
state tyranny and clerical oppression across borders, such as the Large-scale demonstrations against the extradition of 
Russian anarcho-syndicalists and members of the Black Sea Sailors Union in 1907 and in 1913, and such as the 
mobilization against the execution of Francisco Ferrer in 1909, 


—+ 


tion, The agitation in favour of the release of 
three Rossian refogees, who bave been arrested 
hy the police on a very grave charge, and to 
wbich we referred on Satarday, yesterday 
senwed wach more serious proportions than 
were werranted by the facta of th onave. Head 
leas of the diplomatic d fi -alt‘es whi h stand in 
the wey of soch artep, aud regardless «fhe 
Cazital+tions, = Iarge proportion of the 
Eorepesn popolation of Alexandria is olamonr- 
ing for the release of three Rossian revoln- 
tioraries, whore ex'radition they wish to 
prevent—on gronnd« which are pare'y senti- 
mental. 


ETLavastacn 
R\ ever MM pSus 


ySenknune 


YESTERDAY'S SCENES IN 
January 20, 1907 ALEXANDRIA. 
: \ Sots 
VIVA LA LIBERTA | } To all outward appearances, Alexandria, 
| ordinari'y s» pescefal on a Sonday, seemed 
s 


A BAS LE TSARY yesterday to be in the very throes of a revola- 


; | 


ly 


Rosenthal’s anarchist phase focused on transnational solidarity and fighting racism and 
nationalism and on fe value of self-organization against the power of the state. His ideas 
would undergo a slight shift following the war, partly due to the general global intellectual shift 
from anarchism to socialism and communism, but also due to his desire to help in the anti- 
colonial nationalist struggle, and to effect social change in Egypt through parks politics, with 
the backing of the new soviet state. ; 


The first world war, and the mass mobilizations that broke out across Egypt in 1919 against British 
colonialism and state wartime extractions, would be a turning point in Rosenthal's political 
trajectory, The rising numbers of indigenous workers in the industrial workforce, as well as the 
radicalization of the Arabic-speaking population, filled him with hope for social change in Equpt. 


He thus focused on 
organizing the Labor 
movement, forming 
socialist discussion groups 
and eventually organising 
the Egyptian sociaList/ 
communist party, 

His Confédération Générale 
des Travailleurs (CGT) 
gathered a membership of 
abouk 20,000 workers inv 
1923, two years after its 
formation, And despite the 
reluctance of nationalist 
heads of worker unions to 
Join ik, it played an 
importank role in 
organizing Labor action in 
the period of its operation. 


We then decided to form a party to 
defend the interests of the workers 
in the legislative assembly against 
capitalist exploitation. 


the idea of a general inclusive 
union, for fear of losing their 
power. We therefore formed a 
general confederation of workers 
with only 300 workers. 
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Rosenthal’s anarchist anti-nationalist , cece 
focus shifted slightly in the context of the aS as 
nationalist anti-colonial fervor. And this pirate bole 
was manifested from the moment he 5 rall 
invited Egyptian intellectuals to form an ist ahs at Ne 
Egyptian Socialist party in the summer of ; ; 

1921, including the fabian Salama Musa. 


Its manifesto was published in Arabic in 
al-Ahram, signed by the Equptian 
Leadership alone. Rosenthal Later noted 
that he decided not to include his foreign 
name, to stress on the Egyptian character 
of the party, 


The manifesto Linked capitalism to 
colonialism, and stated as its first 
objective, the Liberation of Egypt and the 
entire Nile valley from colonialism. 


fnglish Edition, Unpublished Manuscripts - Please reprint. 
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Manifesto of the Egyptian Socialist 
Party to the Manual and Brain 
Workers of the World. 


The brutal and aggressive tone in which the British mili- 
tarists and colonial officials have replied to the sacred demands 
of the Egyptian people have opened the eyes of the most naive 
and credulous among us. The veil has beed tom and the hideous : 
features of our oppressors have been revealed in all their ugliness. v5 “eet 
With pride and dignity we hurl back the defi thrown in ish : jie A 
the face of the Egyptian people by the British militarists and Je dal) dhe: hispy, hep as fy 
imperialists. Forty years of foreign occupation with all its mili- foe Sth Lb lt & 
tary terrorism and its arbitrary laws of perse have not been ale Lae tm) aU ob ge. 
able to weake single ins ution to fight : m 
and to all the necessary sacrifices for the conquest of our ; qe 
independen: y 
1919 demonstrated to the world and {o our oppressors the 
Vitality of our people which did not recoil before any menace 
to proclaim on high its right to national life and liberty. It is 
not by diplomatic steps and negotiations between minisiers or 
hhich do not represent the wishes of the people that 
e obtained. Only the workers and. peasants, 
ized, can win it 
ideal which is the expression of the renais 
‘of the world has appeared on the scene of 
fe. The Egyptian Socialist Party will place 
anguard and in the first ranks of battle for the 
of our rights to ¢« tional independence, freed 
alist enslavement, domestic as well 


¢ Egyptian 
party of the 


ite ayia eee In January 1922, another manifesto was published in Inprecor, the 
nid aaeetates of the tyrant eas organ of he Third Internationale. This one was more expressly 
ptian intellectual pro f 


mae ar “ nationalist, focusing on the struggle against “foreign occupation” 
a and vowing that the Egyptian Socialist Party will place itself in the 
vanguard of the national battle for com tee independence, using 
Motes terms Like “the holy national cause” and the motto ‘Long Live 


unt on the assistance and 


ee independent Equpt”. The manifesto took pains to make the claim 
a) 
Pare ereis = that both socialism and the cause of national independence were in 


enslav and ex. 
aimee Line, and that the anti-colonial struggle in the orient “bears a clear 
biter strapale ieee socialist character”. 
fore e nd are bringing together the workers 
fat tata, Sean pation ak teens Beale 
Pil at lhe eaiee tone act ae'e coaniertbalaoes 10" the halloence . P i A : 
OF the bourgeoisie Ik is nok certain that Rosenthal is the author of this manifesto, Buk 


Without hesitation and without fear let us group ourselves 
seaintt cnt caly coeray, rite inperiateny, wnich = ocean aS reflects his own shift towards accommodating nationalism with 
highest expression of world capitalism. On the victory of Socia- 


iter § Communism, He personally backed the Wafd nationalist parky and its 
independence and emancipation of the peoples of the Orient. And 3) ‘ Z i, 3) 
At he ei 8 Leader Saad Zaghlul, and, in a meeting with the Wafd’s Makram 
East we will vanquish our common enemy — capitalist imperialisi 3 ’ 7] $3] 
Lea te erate T ol a Wonase Ebeid, Rosenthal is said to have suggested the mobilization of the 
Lake lee th Seca Revolution’ workers through his CGT to oppose Adly’s premiership in favor of 


The Egyptian Socialist Party. 


Cairo, 22 December 1921. the Woafd. 
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Buk Rosenthal’s nationalist turn did nok spare him 
the fate of being increasingly regarded as a "misyu” 
and a "khawaga”, associated with European 
colonialists and those who benefited from colonial 
privileges and hierarchies. 


He was perceived as European although he had never 
set foot in Europe, and never stepped out of the 
Ottoman Empire. He also did not benefit from the 
capitulations, since he did not possess any European 
subject status, He was an Ottoman subject by virtue 
of the 1%69 Ottoman nationality Law, and he would 

ualify to being considered Equptian according to 
the turn-of-the century decrees that regulated this 

uestion based on birt and duration of domicile in 
Egypt. At the time of the founding of the Equptian 
Communist Party, and throughout most of the 1926s, 
an Eguptian nationality Law had not existed, and 
these old decrees pebutakest the question of subject 
status. 


But Rosenthal’s cosmopolitanism, his speaking several 
Languages, his being an Ashkenazi Jew, in the Jewish 
trade of clockmaking and jewelery, and his 
connections to the various European communities, 
were sufficient markers that made him a khawaga or 
a misyu in the eyes of some Arabic-speaking 
Egupttans, 


On various occasions, al-Ahram stressed on 
Rosenthal’s foreiqnness and distinguished him from 
“the nationals” (al-wakaniyyin). 


The first instance was when he sought to compete in 
the Alexandria muncipal elections for the Equptian 
seak in 1920, Al-Ahram exclaimed, “we must tell him 
to stop!” “there are many Egyptian notables who are 
more entitled than you, to hold the only available 
seat for nationals in the council!” and ihvited him 
to run in the elections as a Russian, arguing that no 
Egyptian would vote for a European, even if a 
socialist voice in the council will be beneficial for 
the people. 


The second instance was when the paper announced 
in the following year his intent to form an Egyptian 
| Socialist Party, and argued that Rosenthal’s socialism 
was not suited to national conditions, ethics, 
customs and interests, and called on “everyone 
working for the interest of the country to monitor 
such a party”, 


In both instances, Rosenthal was striving to claim 
membership in the Egyptian nation and to participate 
in its civic and political Life as a citizen, and in 
both instances al-Ahram’s discourse focused on his 
foreignness, and denied him this claim. 


is poll  SLisst j34/5 
“aid re dal ca S39) gg et 

Astlab af Lary rUt ode SVS Ojo 
el ys fon Cyfesy ate pez Git 
Soyshe oof reds ye dete plaY al 
sail Je p95 cal db eF sis spe é 
39S UI gi 5 Ke 39S gb GENT 
sts al ea as J 599 shaild ye FL: 
Bf Xo pahig PAB 99K Bo 65S e 
sfaeeghh Kia gb lt Ys by Ee thy 


sf iageir Galton cool Line 3b ode Vo az boy 


pele Jedls gh dog Oly duh 
les bbe gai Lele Yall Me» 


SUV YUYS Gye RB Macken 3 alo | 


GY Jy - Ahad Ad AST ZVI Lalitls ill 
of2 Badal aid NG Jah ob jello Sf 
cp! Wis Jans agbell oy 
Tie yp Qkdl Sal Goa Vd 1! 
pi late. ge as, ALS ZE) aly Vode JY 
jeesll cada cy ES Joly 3 
Mall sleds aang 6 Us Gis dts 520 FY 
5B 959. Oboe SUSI 03 gob dl 
5 ‘ ajhial\’y9°5 th pe . Bykdll ost 
Lay Ypdtay atlyos Gare lial 6 ot i 
| Stam Litegashillls Lill § 64 get | 


rae Jak ot 


‘ 


Salama Musa attacked rosenthal 
and his steering the party towards 
communism on the pages of al- 


To add to this, Rosenthal 
was attacked from within 
the party. Ahram.. 
Although he was working 
along an Egyptian effendi, 
Husni al-Urabi, to arabize 
the party's central 
committee, becomin 
himself the “head of the 
European section of the 
arty”, an ideological 
paane occurred in 
mid-1922, bekween the 
moderate intellectuals of 
the Cairo section and the 
radical tendency of the 
Alexandria section, but it 
was formulated in 
nationalist terms by the 


Egyptian capitalists ave 
moderates. 


Egyptians after all !! 
Rosenthal is fomenting enmity 
between social classes in Egypt! 
He ts harming Egupt’s wational 

interests. 


At the same time, the British were working up a 
Lan within the Egyptian government to get rid of 
Rosenthal. 


The Acting Director of British Intelligence, 
Humphrey Beaman, together with the British 
director of public security within the Egyptian 
Ministry of Interior, and the British Foreign Office, 
contemplated different ways to deport Rosenthal 
without “raising dust in England”, 


The British adviser to the Ministry of Interior 
wrote a special note about him summing up his 
reported mischief since 1901, when “he came to the 
notice of the police as a rabid and fanatical 
anarchist spreading subversive A a. 

u 


amongst the Local Jews”, that “he figured 

rominently in the 1913 extradition case of 
Adamovitch”, that he was “reported by the refugees 
administration as being the instigator of intrique 
and troubles amongst Russian jews” and noting his 
prominent role in the strikes of 1920 including the 
shop renters’, the tailors’ and the barbers’ 
employees strikes, 
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And despite the defense by 
another Egyptian member of 
the Cairo group, Muhammad 


“Abdalla ‘Anan. 
Rosenthal ts 


jeopardizing Egupt’s 
claim for independence.. 
our loyalty to EQupt must 
be stronger than our 
Loyalty to socialism! 


Musa’s brand 


of socialism ts English 
reactionary socialism! tt ts 


wational and selfish 


socialism.. The Egyptian 
working class will acquire 
strength from joining the 
Third (nternationale ana 
from solidarity with the 


workers of the world. 
« Musa’ Line of argument echoed well 
with the anti-socialist and anti- 
communist tendencies of the Egyptian 
elite and the conservative press. 
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The Links he had with various socialist groups and Labour organizations impressed British officials, 
to the extent that they reiterated that the deportation of Rosenthal and his daugther would 
seriously affect the prospects of radicalization in the country, One despatch argued that 
“communism in Egypt is a ‘one man show’ and that ‘one man’ is Rosenthal”. 


General Clayton from the War Office cited the benefits of deporting Rosenthal, either by the 
Egyptian government or “by us under martial Law”. 

Rosenthal's national origin was debated in the correspondences, and the British wished to find 
evidence that he was Russian to Legitimate his fa ene When they failed, Graves, the Acting 


Director General of Public Security, arqued that 
Legally stand in the way of his deportation”. 


he fact that he was a Local subject “would not 


But the attempt to deport him, would have to waik until the Wofd was in power, and until it 
launched its fierce anti-communist campaign during its first government, in coordination 


with the British.. 


might try and raise dust in ENGLAND if ROSENTHAL 
1g te manana was deported and we should therefore require a good 
The Adviser, case against him before taking any such action 
_ "usntotey of Interioxs 
in order to have a complete answer on any enquiries 


e following is a note of the information 


‘The 
poseession about JOSEPH and CHARLOTTE ROSENTHAL:= 
that might ve made. 


Joseph Rosenthal oame tothe notice of the 
as a rabid and fanatioal anarchist spreading wee 


versive propaganda amongst the local Jems. 
Figured prominently in the oase of ADAMOVITCH, ®& 
Russian Nihilist. 

Reported by the patageoe Administration as bene | 
the instigator of intrigues and troubles among 
Russian Jews. 


During the Peace Celebrations he flew the Socialist 
flag, vis: a red flag «ith olasped hands. 
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As President of the Syndicat des Locataires, Joseph 
Rosenthal organised the 24 hours strike as a sign of 
protest against the high cost of shop rents, and hie 
daughter made herself prominent in 

streets at the head of numerous parties "ith the 

object of obliging the shops which had opened to close, 


Alexandria Police reported him to have been the 
Principal instiga’ 
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But before this blow hit Rosenthal, another drama was unfolding: a plot to exclude him was being 
prepared from within the party ranks, from his closest associates. 


In a party meeting, following the return of al- 
Urabi from the fourth congress of the Comintern 


tn Moscow, in December 1922, ik was claimed thak.. 
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y ys One of the Comintern’s 


Historian Rami Ginak shows through a 
reading of the Comintern archives, that the 
Lok was al Urabi’s and Avigdor’s and that 
he Comintern had nothing to do with ik. 
In anycase, the decision was a great shock 
to Rosenthal, His expulsion could either be 

a friends’ betrayal or a Comintern 
distrust, both were very hard to accept 
and tormented him, 


conditions for the 
Eguptian party to becomea | He attempted relentlessly to have the part 


IH), Af 
WIV hat 


member is Rosenthal’s and the Comintern reconsider the decision 
expulsion from the rary but his Letters were met with silence from 


the comintern and scorn from al-Urabi, 


This w soi, also known as Avigdor, who questioned Rosenthal’s integrity on 
a Soviek agent sent to Egypt to aid in the formation | the pages of al-Akram, and, in his letters 
of the Egyptian Communist Party, and who had to the Comintern, described him as a 
become Rosenthal’s son-in-law by marrying his bourgeois and as insignificant to 


daughter Charlotte.. 


communism, 


Al-Madani, a part member whom al-Urabi wanted to appoint as bursar in place of Rosenthal, 
defended him and even submitted his resignation in protest. He wrote to a Comintern Leading 


member, Georgeo Safarov: 


, 


© ris 4 


A__ thrown ow hts shoulders. oe J 


Rosenthal’s expulsion is a great Loss for the party .. 
heisa very useful and active member, a man who has 
beew for over thirty years interested, heart and soul, in 
the communist and Labor movement in Egupt and 
abvoad.. 

He has been regarded in Egupt as the keystone of the 
communist movement... he has done in EQupt what no 
communist could have done anywhere else.. 

Rosenthal is Loved ana trusted by the working class in 
Egupt. They would, and have indeed begun to, abandon 
the party after learning of his dismissal. 


Rosenthal’s figure in Egupt, at present and in the past, 
is closely connected with the entire history of the 
communist and Labor movement in Egupt. tt is only 
thanks to his untiring efforts, energy, activity and 
devotion that an Egyptian Socialist Party has come 
into being, and ever since the founding of this party, 
the most onerous burden of its existence has been 


Z—> <~ Lee Zins 
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In the tensions that ensued, Rosenthal was 
Losing connection with his beloved daughter 
in the Soviek Union. She had Left for Moscow 
in 1922 to study at the University of the 
Toilers of the East, and was joined b 
Avigdor. Rosenthal wrote him a Letter: 
S received no letters fiom Charlotte. Did anything 
pee) 
happen to her? Please update me at once. You know 
PP f 
very well how deeply am attached to her, and her 
absence hurts me a lot. ‘What am $ to blame for, to 
make me suffer so much? 
My worries and suffering greatly affect my activity for 
the party. These feelings also affect my ability to exptess 


my views in detail in this letter. 


Perhaps he was feeling that his beliefs were then costing him the dearest 
of all. He wrote another Letter to the deputy head of the Eastern 
Secretariat of the Comintern, when Charlotte was sent to Tashkent by the 


a organisation and news from her had ceased again: 


SY particularly. eel desperate because Charlotte is not just 


my daughter, physically and materially, but also my soul, 


my thought and my splut. She symbolizes my ideal and my hope. 
When 9 sent her to Moscow, the crib of the proletariat ‘§ 


revolution, the center of social regeneration, 

S believed that through her, J would be able to merge with 
the masses, who were matching towards the conquest of 
anew world, a world of justice and happiness for the exploited 
and productive workers. $ regard hex as the one who would 
continue, refine and accomplish my life 's work that J modestly 
commenced in Equpt about a quarter of century ago. 

My work has become mote intensive in recent years, owing to 
the encouragement and influence that 


J veceived from the Russian revolution and the Comintern. 


The dismissal from the party, and the abandonment by the Comintern, did not spare Rosenthal the plot to deport him, when 
the Wafd cracked down on the party, 


Every worker shoula 


ary | 1 z ; | ae - SP. As ee ke - abide by the Laws and 
| ) Fo 
yal eG y F te —_ order and work hara 
| Aa aT Say § as: 7. . for the interest of his 
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but if you 
refuse to, ana 
insist ow 
violating the 


tf you show 
respect to the 
property of others 
awd Leave by your 
own will, You will | property of 
be treated as \ others, you will 
people who are be treated as 
faithful to the Law disobedient 
and to the outlaws! 
homeland.. 


Who taught you 
such methods of 
occupying the 
factory?! 

—< The communists?? 


Well..we’ve seew 
the workers iw 
Milaw occupy 
their factories to 
demand their 
Legitimate rights 
before the rise of 
Mussolint 
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Two days Later, he sent 
a personal statement to 
be published in al-Ahram.. 


After his statement was published, Rosenthal was summoned again by the prosecutor, and held 
onto the views he had expressed. 


we haveaw 
order to arrest 


you 


Where to, 
Bimbashi? 


Wit 


tiv 
il 


He was detained, and told that he was to be expelled from Egypt, despite his protestation that he 
was an aes citizen, The deportation of Rosenthal was an example of a rising and fa ace 


olicy in the British policing of socialism, communism and Labor activism in Egypt, led by the 
British European Department within the Ministry of Interior, and approved by the newly-elected 
government: ko deport all “foreigners” or “Local subjects of foreign extraction” suspected of 
communism or active in the Labor movement, 


2X 


A few days Later, Rosenthal was put on board the Thimsis, a cargo vessel, and embarked to 

Romania, but there, he was refused entry, While the Thimsis was roaming the Mediterranean 
looking for a receiving country in vain, al-Ahram reported regularly on the whereabouts of 
“the wandering communist”, 
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A month Later, Rosenthal was back in Alexandria aboard the same 
ship. The Egyptian police awaited him at the port to prevent him 
from Landing, but he managed to escape from the ship, to a 
hospital to undergo a needed operation. The police found him 
and dragged him back to the ship. 
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While the authorities were Looking for a country to accept to take Kosenthal, he filed a 

Lawsuit against the government, for trying unlawfully to deport him from his own country, 
ciking his rights according to the Egyptian constitution (the first Eqyptian constitution had 
only been written the year before). 
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After a few weeks in detention, a representative of the Public Security administration, and the 
head of the Secret Police, both went to see Rosenthal, and offered him to sign a pledge that he 
“will no Longer propagate communist ideas in Egypt and will not interfere in workers’ issues”, 
and that he will drop his Lawsuit against the government. In exchange, the government will 
release him and will allow 

him to apply for Egyptian 

nationality in the legal ways: 
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Rosenthal took the offer, but a 
few weeks after his release, he 
tried to obtain a voting card and 
was denied, on the basis that he 


What the Ministry of 
Interior was doing with 
Rosenthal was symptomatic 


was wot Eguptian, despite all the 
evidence he presented. 

Luckily, he had nok dropped the 
Lawsuit against the government 
but only postponed it. When the 
government found out about this, 
ik sued him for not fulfilling the 
pledge, which he had signed under 
pressure in detention! 
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Buk the day of the hearing of the Lawsuit by the Ministry against 
Rosenthal, in March 1926, a government official told the judge 


that there is a reconciliation plan being discussed with Rosenthal, 
and then made a new offer to Rosenthal, that he drops his Lawsuit 


against the government in exchange for Egyptian nationality, 
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of a process of 
securitization of 
nationality ractices, which 
began under the British, 
even before the Legislation 
of Egyptian nationality, 
and continued through the 
many subsequent re- 
active and 
amendments that 
increasingly focused on 
facilitating the policing of 
ideas, and of communists 
and sundicalist socialists. 
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Charlotte then Left for Moscow, and was followed by her husband Avigdor who was deported 
from Egupt after his release from prison. From there she continued to work for the Eguptian 
Communist Party and to Look after the communist prisoners through her father's Lawyer. 


A couple of years Later, under Ismail Sidgi’s premiership, drastic Legislations were issued to fight 
socialism, in coordination with British advisers. One of which was an amendment made to the 
first Egyptian nationality Law of 1929, providing for the loss of nationality by any Egyptian who; 


“ residing abroad, is affiliated with an organization aimed at carrying out subversive 
propaganda against the social or economic order of the state or the fundamental 
institutions of society, or working towards the same ends by any other means, and any 
Egyptian who is affiliated with a headquarter or a branch, an educational or a non- 
educational institution, an office or a group, that depends on or is affiliated in any way to 
such organization, whether this organization or its affiliates exist in Egypt or abroad, and 
whomever in the same conditions, learns, by following courses or by any other way, the 
doctrines or the methods of such organizations” 
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is soape 
Before the promulgation of this amendment, the Egyptian government presented the draft to the 
British authorities for advice and approval. The Brikish Judicial Adviser to the Ministry of 
Interior and the European Department were favorable to the decree, because, in their words, “it 
overcame the obstacle presented by previous Legislation against banishing an Egyptian subject, 
in possession of proper nationality papers”. They added that the law was designed to prevent 
the return of those who joined the University of the Toilers of the East in Moscow to be trained 
in socialist agitation. 
The Law was promulgated, and immediately eight Equptians were declared stripped of their 
nationality, including Charlotte Rosenthal. 


Rosenthal was thus separated from his daughter. But the worst was yet to come. 


In 1933, Charlotte was discharged from the University of the Toilers of the East after a 
purge of the institution, on the ground that she was “an unqualified, and haphazard 
element”, Evaluations in her personal file referred to her Guise as a corrupting 
“bourgeois element”. 

Avigdor himself was arrested in Moscow in March 1936 while he was working as an 
expert on Middle East affairs in the Eastern Secretariat of the Comintern. He was 
accused of participating in a trotskyite plot, sentenced to five years in prison, but the 
sentence was immediately converted to execution. In June 193%, he was shot dead at a 
training base south of moscow, 


Following, the arrest of her husband, Charlotte was also arrested and interrogated, ak 
the conclusion of which she was sent to a hard Labor camp in Siberia, where she spent 
eighteen years, until 1956, when she was released and rehabilitated, Like others who had 
been thrown in the gulag during the Stalinist purge. 


In October 198%, Charlotte reunited with her ¥6 year old father in Alexandria, but onl 
for a short period. Because in March 1959, the Egyptian authorities deported her to the 
Soviek Union, separating her from her aging father once again! 


She Lived alone in a Soviet home for the elderly, 

Charlotte is considered lucky, since dozens of Jewish communists who had been 

deported to the Soviek Uniow from Eyre a the Anglo-British security apparatus, were 
of 


executed in the stalinist purge or die he conditions of their banishment in hard 
Labor camps, after they were accused of a variety of political crimes. 


Whak happened to Rosenthal? 


He tried again in 1936 to obtain a proof of Egyptian nationality, but his request was 
rejected based on the Political Police's opinion, because of “his communist views”. 
Rosenthal then filed a Lawsuit against the Ministry of Interior, in August 1944, because 
the Passport and Nationality Department was denying him an Egyptian passport, 

Buk this case went on until December 194%, when the court held that ik was incompetent 
to rule on the issue. 

He again resubmitted an application to be granted an Egyptian nationality certificate 
and a passport in 194%, and in 1949, and, faced with the persistent refusal by the 
Passport Department, he filed a Lawsuit against the Ministry of Interior, this time at the 
recently established State Council. 
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In the examination of his case in Decemebr 1980, the Ministry of Interior's defense 
raised Rosenthal’s communism and the denaturalization and deportation of his 
daughter in 1931, Buk the judge refused to accept this as a reason for denying him 
he nationality, arguing that this was onl lawful in cases of national ity by 
naturalization and hot in cases of paenaltea'bs right, 


The court thus asserted his right to Equptian nationality, after 26 years of maneuvering 
on the part of the Ministry of Interior, and when the man was almost xo years old, his 
beloved daughter Lay in a Labor camp in Siberia, his wife had died, and his other 
children had Left Egupt. 
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After that, I have nok found a trace of 
Rosenthal. How did he Live in Alexandria? Did 
he really get proper nationality papers after the 
court ruling? Did he give up? 


Most importantly, how did he feel? the tragedy 
of his daughter and her husband, the 
oppression raging in the Soviet Union, the only 
state he had regarded highly, the betrayal by his 
comrades, the rejection and exclusion Yy the 
Egyptian nationalists and harassment by the 
security apparatus. Ik all must have weighed 
heavily upon him, 


In his interview to Yediok Ahoronot a few 
months before his death in 1968, he said he 
x ee the remaining years in Alexandria, 
absorbed in his work, Lonely, but Loved and 
treated well by his senhouaens, 
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In 1963, historian Mohammad Anis wrote an article 
in the governmental hewspaper al-Gomhuriyya, 
telling the history of Egyptian socialism, and for 
the first time, giving the main credit to Rosenthal 
for sowing the seed of the movement. 


is : Anis’ articles reached the hands of Charlotte in 
es ner rl pl se ge peas stein alaarel alia Moscow, aged 67. She Apparently solicited the 
mediation of Khruschev to request from Nasser 
that Rosenthal be allowed to leave Egypt. 


Anis’ article is thought to have angered Nasser, 
because it was saying that ‘a foreigner’ was behind 
the birth of Egyptian socialism! The old man's 
jewellery shop was oe confiscated, and 
he was “allowed” to leave Equpt. 


Rosenthal decided to spend the Little time he had 
Left in Palestine/Israel. He had Left Safad eighty 
years earlier, angry, and determined to spend his 
Life fighting religious dogma, sectarianism, 
nationalism and capitalist exploitation. Now he 
was back to spend his Last days in his birth place 
ina completely different reality, one that 
contradicted all the principles and ideals he had 
fought for all his Life. He died at the end of 
January 1966, 
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